
 
Crop update as of 3 October 2014 

 
 
AMITOM countries (from a conference call on 1 October) 
 
European Union: 
 
France  
About 173 000 MT have been processed as of the end of week 39. Although the conditions have 
been very good in the south-west since late August, successive rains over the last ten days in the 
south-east have disrupted the harvest. Fields and factory yields are affected and some fields may 
not be harvested. Some factories have already closed but some will continue until next week in 
the south-east and until mid-October in the south-west. It could be difficult to reach the contract 
volumes of 185 000 MT. 
 
Greece 
The weather has been rather good in the last two weeks despite some small rains, and the 
forecast is good for the next one or two weeks during which some factories will keep processing. 
The revised forecast of 470 000 MT should be reached with 97% of this volume processed to 
date. The brix is OK. 
 
Italy 
North – The weather conditions were good in the last two weeks enabling the factories to recover 
volumes. The last official figures show that as of Sunday 21 September, 2.3 million MT had been 
delivered to factories, with an average brix of 4.6, 4.42% penalties and a payment of 89.5% of 
contract price. The harvest continued last week mainly in Tuscany and is now over the final 
figures will be available next week but should be close to 2.4 million MT.  
 
South – After the rains during the first week in September, the following two weeks were good. 
Some factories are still running this week and a few will operate next week too. It is expected that 
the final volume can reach 2.4 million MT, maybe slightly more.  
 
The total volume for Italy will be close to 4.8 million MT. 
 
Portugal  
Only small volumes have been processed in the last two weeks due to the succession of rains. It 
is estimated that a total of 1.1 million MT had been processed at the end of last week. The 
weather forecast is good for this week but it is now likely that the total volume will not exceed 1.2 
million MT.  
 
Spain 
There has been a lot of rains between 15 and 25 September with factories having to slow down 
and then stop for 3 or 4 days. Some factories have now closed altogether while 3 or 4 of the 
biggest ones continuing processing for the first week of October. It is still expected that the total 
crop will be at least 2.6 million MT due to excellent field yields of about 90 MT/ha. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Non EU-countries: 
 
Russia  
We are at the end of the season (no more than 2 weeks in some regions in Astrakhan, Krasnodar 
and KBR). The final figures, which will be available at the end of October, might be 5-7% more 
than the initial forecast of 80.000 MT.   
 
Syria  
2014 estimate is around 45 000 MT but we are facing for the last month severe shortage of diesel 
which is affecting the transport & logistic from planting sites to couple of remaining factories. 
Farmers prefer to leave their output in the land rather than buying diesel on the black market 
(more than double the price) as industries are not ready to increase prices which are linked to 
final products cost and difficulties linked to local purchasing power. Raw materials’ price range 
from 115 to 130 USD/MT ex planting sites but energy cost has more than tripled since the last 2 
years. 
 
Tunisia  
A total of 17 900 hectares yielded on average 54 MT/hectare. The total production is estimated at 
970 000 MT of which 710 000 MT was processed into 112 000 MT of paste, 10 000 MT into 
7 000 MT of canned tomatoes (wholepeel, crushed …) and 50 000 MT dried to produce 5 000 MT 
of dried tomatoes. Field gate price was 57.4 €/MT.   
 
Turkey  
The crop in Turkey is technically over with some factories already shut down after heavy rains of 
last week and other trying to run this week. There is national holiday on Friday and I believe most 
of the factories will close by this date. A few will continue running after the holiday for a couple of 
days on small quantities. The latest estimate is 1.8 million MT, but the final figure will be known 
next week. Unfortunately heavy rains very adversely effected the crop. The brix level of fresh 
tomatoes was also lower than expected.  
 
Ukraine 
The weather was not good last week with rains on 22nd and 23rd September but it has since 
improved despite low temperatures. As of 1st October about 400 000 MT, 85% of the forecast, 
has been processed. The rains have not damaged the tomatoes and the forecast of 470 000 MT 
should be reached.  The average brix is 4.9.   
 
 
Other WPTC countries 
 
Brazil 
The area harvested as of 25 September was approximately 55% of the total with an average yield 
of 85 MT/ha. Good weather and low incidence of pests and diseases in most areas planted. Brix 
above average. The expected final volume remains approximately 1.4 million MT. Rains are 
expected after 15 October.  
 
Canada 
Harvest is expected to continue through mid-October (weather permitting). Processors continue 
to forecast contract volumes.  
 
California 
The estimate is to process 795,235 short tons this week. At the end of this week (4 October) the 
industry will have processed a total of 12,893,522 short tons (11.69 million MT). The harvest will 
continue to wind down and conclude around the 22-25 of October. The final tonnage number will 
be somewhere between 13.7 and the 14.0 million short tons USDA estimate (12.4 to 12.7 million 
MT). We did get around a 1/3 to a 1/2 of an inch of rain in the Central and Northern part of the 
state late last week. To this point the impact has been minimal to the crop. 
 
 



Japan 
The forecast is maintained at 35 000 MT. 
 
Peru 
The 2014 crop is fine with a surface of 850 ha as in 2013. Now we are in full seed and we expect 
to produce 100 000 MT of tomato. 
 
Australia 
Planting is commencing for the 2014/15 processing tomato season. The current forecast for the 
season is approximately 280 000 MT. This will be an increase of 25% from the 223 664 MT of 
tomatoes that were delivered for processing during the 2013/14 season. Inflows into Lake Eildon 
have been below average during the past 2 months although this has not affected the season’s 
allocations, which are currently sitting at 100% across the majority of the processing tomato 
region. Temporary water has been trading between AU$95-AU$120/ML over the past few weeks, 
with growers entering the market to secure sufficient water for this season’s crop. 
 



To Members:

2013 Previous Receipts Accumulative
Accumulative Total Total to Wk Ending Total to

COUNTIES to September 28 September 20 September 27 September 27

Colusa 612,789 710,665 24,570 735,236
Contra Costa 117,770 143,062 0 143,062
Fresno 4,539,721 4,051,283 169,036 4,220,389
Glenn 3,820 8,935 12,111 21,047
Kern 519,104 701,672 10,421 712,093
Kings 1,099,651 1,366,889 68,133 1,434,988
Madera 160,086 253,564 13,925 267,489
Merced 586,319 816,117 113,072 929,189
Sacramento 34,958 44,383 24,722 69,105
San Benito 58,384 21,484 10,541 32,025
San Joaquin 508,375 687,960 226,757 914,717
Santa Clara 40,563 41,851 5,439 47,290
Solano 317,104 350,199 42,617 392,816
Stanislaus 332,876 213,061 55,727 268,752
Sutter 239,631 303,534 39,505 343,039
Tulare 203 8,785 0 8,785
Yolo 1,447,431 1,447,742 96,346 1,544,088

Statewide Totals 10,618,785 11,171,186 912,922 12,084,110

Weekly tonnage for week ending September 28, 2013 was 838,108.
Projected tons for week ending October 4, 2014 is 795,235.
Information provided by the California Processing Tomato Advisory Board
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CALIFORNIA TOMATO TONNAGE
 Week ending September 27, 2014

Report released September 29, 2014

Following are the certified and paid for tonnage figures by county, as shown by certificates for 
week ending September 27, 2014.  
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